FROM THE PRESIDENT
April always marks the beginning of many new bee hives all across Western
Washington. Our package and nucs suppliers have delivered more colonies of bees
this year than I can remember in the past few years. Our students are finally
experiencing what it is like to own and manage colonies of bees in their back yards
and fields. I have already been at my mentee’s house a couple times to help him
install and examine his new hive. I can sense the excitement of everyone watching
their bees work and build new cells for their brood. In about 21 days from the time of
installation of new hives, the population of the colonies will grow and with the good
weather coming more bees will venture out of the hives to pollinate and gather
nectar. It is so therapeutic to sit on a chair near your hives on a sunny day watching
all the activity.
Make sure you continue to feed your bees. And you need to medicate with
Terrimycin. This will allow your bees to grow and build while preventing harm to the
brood. Remember, when the bees cover 8 of the 10 frames in your hive, put on
another box. You can continue to feed and medicate (according to the package
instruction) until 2 weeks before you finally put on a honey super. Most new colonies
started from a package will not produce much honey the first year. So plan, in the
fall, to prepare your colony to get through the winter for a larger production of honey
continued on page 3
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In the Bee Yard with Renzy
May/Spring Checklist

The beginning of our major honey flow (Blackberries) is just around the corner. To
ensure we capitalize on it we need to stay ahead of our bees.
 Check for swarm cells… check for swarm cells… check for swarm cells!
 If you find them, make a nuc. You can use either the old queen or
swarm cells with appropriate frames and bees for your Nuc.
 Look at a few of your brood frames for laying pattern, crowding, diseases, etc.
to make sure things are happy and healthy.
 Pollen should be coming in. If you don't see it, it could indicate there's a
problem needing further investigation.
 Check for swarm cells.
 Spring mite treatments/medications should be completed and removed prior to
adding any honey supers.
 If you are using any chemicals review the waiting
period before you put supers on.
 Add honey supers if needed. Add a new super when the
first if half full. And if in doubt add a super!
 Set out swarm traps (free bees)
 Did I mention, check for swarm cells!

FROM THE TREASURER
We had a lot going on in March, financially speaking. The two main categories of
expenditure where: 1) expenses related to getting ready for the Spring fair, and 2)
updating our official filings with the government.
We did not think we had enough jars of honey for the Spring Fair using just the honey from our own apiary so the board approved the purchase of ten addition gallons
to add to our own honey. At the Spring fair and sold 116 jars, all we brought to the
booth. Profit on the resell of local honey is about $4.50 per lbs as compared to
about $7.00 per lbs of our own honey. In the end we spent about $700 on the fair
including the booth and supplies and brought in about $1200 in total revenue for a
net profit of about $500. Thanks to all who volunteered with the fair and staffing the
PCBA booth. The revenue will be appear in the April report.
Regular meetings are at 7:30pm on the
first Monday of each month, except July
and September.
July is our annual club picnic. The
September meeting is held on the
fourth Monday of August to prepare for
the Washington State Fair.

The second category are the charges related to updating our official filings with the
State and Federal government. We're now officially registered with the State as a
nonprofit and we have submitted our material to the IRS to request tax exempt status as well (501.c.3). We should hear the results of that by the end of July. If we
achieve 501.c.3 status with the IRS then all donations by members (and others) are
deductible on your taxes and PCBA will qualify for other types of donations as well.
Michael DeAngelo
Treasurer

Club meetings are held at:

Allmendinger Building
WSU Extension Center
7612 Pioneer Way East,
Puyallup, WA
Master Beekeepers classes are held at
6:15pm before the general meeting.
Board meetings are the third Monday of
each month at 6:00pm. All members
are welcome to attend and comment,
but voting is limited to board members.
Board meetings are held at:

Puyallup Public Library
324 South Meridian
Puyallup, WA

March Financial Data
Beginning Balance

$7,430.7

Ending Balance

$6,515.3

Income

Amount

Expenses

Amount

Memberships

$360.00
$60.00

Payment to WSBA for books

$60.00

Payment to WSBA for patches

$20.00

Secretary of State

$60.00

Extractor rental

$20.00
$10.00

Department of Revenue

$19.00

Transaction fee reimbursement

$4.50

Transaction fees

$2.90

Advertising

$20.00

Spring fair supplies (honey/jars)

$415.00

Honey sales

$30.00

Reimbursements (guest speaker)

$51.29

PSBA patches

$5.00

Reimbursements (honey queen

$182.96

Bob Stump engraving

$11.49

Mason bee blocks (to sell at fair)

$10.87

Study grant bee package order

$72.50

Bee hive to raffle at fair

$92.00

IRS tax exempt filing

$400.00

Office supplies

$26.89

Expenses Total

$1,424.90

WSBA books
WSBA patches

All club correspondence should be sent
to:

PCBA
PO Box 73744
Puyallup, WA 98373
Income Total

Come find us on
Facebooktm
www.facebook.com/PCBAofficial

$509.50

Don’t forget: next month is the annual club raffle.
Start thinking about what you would like to donate. Last year people brought in
garden plants, bee equipment, handmade gifts, and lots more.

Come chat with us at: www.wabeekeepersforum.proboards.com
May 2014
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Pierce County Beekeepers Association

With all the new experience of installing a new package of bees, our association will
be ready to answer all the questions you may have at our next membership meeting
on May 5th. We will have a Q and A session with a number of our more experienced
beekeepers. So if you have questions, especially ones which you think will help all
the other new beekeepers as well, bring them to our next meeting.

MAY 2014
MEMBERSHIP
REPORT

Our PCBA booth at the Spring Fair in Puyallup was a resounding success. We sold
out of all the honey we had at the booth. Our Pierce County Honey Queen gave two
presentations at the fair and the public showed interest in our association and what
we do. We will be presenting the winners to our raffle at the May meeting.

Active Members: 233
Comp & Other Bee Clubs: 7
Additional Records: 83
April meeting attendance: ~87

Also, in June we will be starting a new session of classes, which will continue
throughout the year. Students can turn in their tests any time for certification as
WSBA Apprentice Beekeepers.

Due Feb: Matt Bodhaine, Jeremy
Burks, Jim Lamb, Rebecca & Jay
Loudermilk, Beth Mantegna Family,
Toby & Carrie Mark, Jay & Teresa
Peers, Sarah Phillipps, Susan Shirley,
Robert & Anitra Sudderth, Gary Wiffler,
Tom Wilson, Heather & David
Wombacher

From the President (continued from front page)
the following year.

Remember, in June we will also be conducting our annual PCBA raffle. Many
people bring in plants and good usable items for the raffle. So if you have some
extra plants, bee equipment, or other usable items, please bring them to the June
meeting. Sherri Thomas has volunteered to coordinate the raffle this year.
Our PCBA apiary now has 7 hives….including a top-bar hive. So I encourage all of
you to join us on every other Saturday at 11am to help keep them going and
healthy. You will learn a lot from these field days at the apiary.
John Thomas is coordinating our re-renovation of the Honey House. We hope to
use the Honey House for honey extracting, diagnosis of Nosema and for our new
Queen Rearing Program headed by Jeff Jones.
It’s proving to already be a very productive year for the PCBA with a record number
of members and a lot of enthusiasm for a number of good programs.
I want to thank all those who have volunteered to help, including all those in our
executive board who are working hard to provide everyone with the best up-to-date
experience of the great hobby of beekeeping.
Louis Matej
WSBA Master Beekeeper
PCBA President

Due March: Kent Arola, Perry Bartram,
Scott Church, Mathew Jackson, Talon
King, Anika Moran, Bob Riddell,
Fletcher Taylor, Danny Zeth
Due April: Walter Babb, Peter DeGray,
William Dewey, Alexander Eganov,
Jean Matthew, Glenn Sellars, Jerry
Weaver, John Zimmerman
Due May: Sonya Alldridge, David
D'Andrea, Matt Kuzior, Nicole
McLaughlin, Renee Prehm, Alisa
Shorey, Faith Smith
Member Renewals: Patrick Cain,
Dennis Carlson, Keith Kusler, Jim
McCaig

FROM THE SECRETARY

New Members: Timothy Burbank,
Linda Douglas, Swvin Nova, Margaret
Pearson, Lenah Raykovitz

The Washington State Spring Fair was a sunny, warm fun place for people to play, learn and find. Have you ever worked our
booth? When I was new here and was first asked to work a shift, I assured Alisa Shorey that I knew nothing. Apparently, that
does not matter because the magic happens after you get there: while immersed with wall diagrams, literature and exhibits, including live bees, friendly fairgoers smiling; the other booth workers usually have answers.
This spring, our Honey Queen, Sarah Jackson, worked during my shift. I am in awe of this accomplished beekeeper who blooms
her passion for it to all. Her manner is humble, frank and generous. When Miss Wheelchair came along, Sarah quickly suggested we get a photo of them together, two tiaras sparkling. Children ask the darnest things, but Sarah quietly answers respectfully
and fully. Her knowledge is superior and gave an outstanding presentation at four o’clock.
Bees work harder than most living things that I know about. I admire their teamwork, from the care given to the queen as she
works, the young that are nurtured along, the inexplicable cleanliness of the hive (guess what – I just saw one of my bees cart
off, into flight, an earwig!), food gathering plus processing accomplished by passing the pollen and nectar to each other, and the
informative dance that reveals location: all mostly happening in the pitch dark of a hive. The state of Utah depicts a beehive on
its state seal to symbolize thrift, hard work and working together. Let’s be like the bees.
Tina Tyler
www.pcbeekeepers.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS
May 5th

June 2nd

5:00pm -

Apiary Field Day

5:00pm -

Apiary Field Day

6:15pm -

Apprentice Class (Ch. 9/10)
Journeyman Study Group

6:15pm -

Apprentice Class (Ch. 1/2)
Journeyman Study Group

7:30pm -

General Meeting: Q&A

7:30pm -

General Meeting: Raffle

May 10th
11:00am -

June 7th
Apiary Field Day

11:00am -

May 19th
6:00pm -

June 16th
Board Meeting @ Puyallup Library

6:00pm -

May 24th
11:00am -

Apiary Field Day
Board Meeting @ Puyallup Library

June 21st
Apiary Field Day

11:00am -

Apiary Field Day

July 12th
11:00am 12:30pm -

Apiary Field Day
Club Picnic

Harvard L. Robbins
Robbins Honey Farm
Beekeeping Supplies, Bees, Honey

253-588-7033
253-370-0842

7910 - 148th ST SW
Lakewood, WA 98439

email: robbinslh@aol.com

$20

Place your ad in
for one year!
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